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OWRD Vision and Mission 

Vision: Assure sufficient and sustainable water 
supplies are available to meet current and future 

needs. 

Mission: Serve the public by practicing and promoting 
responsible water management through two key 
goals: 

ïTo directly address Oregon's water supply needs, and 

ïTo restore and protect streamflows and watersheds in 
order to ensure the long-term sustainability of Oregon's 
ecosystems, economy, and quality of life. 



1) Beneficial use without waste
water for personal or public good

2) Priority
first in time, first in right

3) Appurtenancy
attached to the land

4) Must be used
at least once every five years

The 1909 Water Code

codifying the doctrine of prior appropriation



Advancements in Oregon Water Law

1909: Oregon Water Code

1955: Oregon Ground Water Act

1987: Oregon Instream Water Rights 
Act

1989: Water Allocation Policy

2015: Water Resources Development 
Program 



Water availability for live flow allocation in August

Water availability for storage in January

Available Surface Water



Status of Groundwater



ÅIn 2008, Oregon completed its first water demand study

ÅIn 2015, updated the water demand forecast 

ÅKey Finding: Another 1.3 million acre-feet needed by 
2050

Changes in 
Municipal & Industrial Demands

Changes in 
Agricultural Demands

Another Critical Issue:  Possible Increase in Demands



Surface Water Groundwater Habitat

Water Quality Public Health Invasive Species

Critical Issues facing Oregon (a sample)
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